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1997 Texas Airport Operators Conference A Success!

Almost 400 people attended the 15th Annual
Texas Airport Operators conference, including airport
managers, sponsors, consultants, speakers, TxDOT dis-
trict staff, and Aviation Division staff.

This annual conference, sponsored by TxDOT's
Aviation Division and the Texas Association of Airport
Executives (TAAE), provides presentations and work-
shops designed specifically for airport sponsors and
operators of general aviation airports.

Wednesday afternoon a get-acquainted recep-
tion was hosted by 38 companies exhibiting their latest
products and services for the aviation industry.

Texas Transportation Commission Chairman
David Laney and TxDOT Executive Director Bill Burnett
kicked off the conference by providing the welcoming
address and opening remarks.

Conference workshops covered a variety of air-
port safety and environmental issues, an overview of the
Routine Airport Maintenance Program, how to prepare
an airport for a new global positioning system approach,
and a session on implementing airport action plans. Mr.
Vane Hugo, Director of Aviation for Wal-Mart, Inc., pro-
vided a business perspective on the importance of gen-
eral aviation.

David Fulton, TXDOT’s Aviation Division Direc-
tor, and Otis Welch, Manager of the Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA) Texas Airport Development Of-
fice, conducted an hour-long session answering ques-
tions and accepting suggestions fromconference attend-
ees on how TxDOT and FAA can better serve them.

The Aviation Division is already looking forward
to next year's conference. A new look and theme are
planned that will open the conference agenda up to a
variety of aviation concerns and interests in Texas, and
will encourage a broader base of participants.
Plans for next year include renaming the annual confer-
ence the Texas Aviation Conference.

During Friday's awards luncheon, Texas Avia-
tion Advisory Committee Chairman George Mitchell (right),
presented TxDOT's CareerContributionto Aviation Award
to Mr. Leland Snow, President of Air Tractor, Inc., Olney,
Texas. “Mr. Snow is highly respected for his outstanding
achievements in the agricultural aviation industry. His
contribution to aviation in Texas has been enormous, and
is particularly evident through his commitment to the
success of Air Tractor,” remarked David Fulton, TxDOT's
Aviation Division Director.

The Career Contribution to Aviation Award is
presented by TxDOT to individuals whose contribution to
aviation in Texas has been exceptional. Past recipients
include Herb Kelleher, President and CEO of Southwest
Airlines, and Edward J. Swearingen, Chairman of Sino
Swearingen Aircraft Company.
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“Dave's
Hangar

- David S. Fulton, Director

Texas Legislative Session Comes To An End

As the 75th Texas Legislative Session came to
anendondJune 2, 1997, there were few legislative issues
passed which will have an effect on aviation in Texas.
The most Important is the approval of the budget for state
funded airport grants for Fiscal Years 1998 and 1999.
$30 miliion was approved for state grants to local govern-
ments for general aviation airport development during
the nexttwo years. Thisis a 50 percentincrease in funds
available as compared to the two years we are now
concluding. This increase in funding, which is provided
by Texas Department of Transportation generated rev-
enues, is a clear signal that the Texas Legislature, the
Texas Transportation Commission, and the Texas De-
partment of Transportation have made improving and
maintaining the Texas Airport System a high priority.

During the session, several initiatives were un-
dertaken to provide additional grant funds from existing
aviation industry taxes. However, with the failure of &
property tax reform bill, which included an aviation fuels
tax, any possibility of a new source of aviation and airport
funding died. A great deal of support for increased
aviation funding originated from individuals, counties,
and cities throughout Texas. It is clear that our local
governments understand the benefits that a good local
airport can provide in support of economic development
and air transportation.

On a different note, one aviation bill that did pass
established a procedure for cities to follow in disposing of
abandoned aircraft. The procedure allows cities to
remove abandoned aircraft while still affording ample
opportunities for owners to claim their property.

National Civil Aviation Review Commission

The National Civil Aviation Review Commission,
which is a 21 member body appointed by Congress and
the Secretary of Transportation to address future funding
for FAA and aviation safety issues, has begun its delib-
erations. The major issue before the Commission is
whether the excise tax and general aviation fuel taxes
should be continued or replaced by some other revenue
alternative such as direct charges for use of the Air Traffic
Control System. The decisions of this Commission will
be closely watched by all aviation interest groups, par-
ticularly general aviation, since general aviation has only
minimum representation on the Commission.

Federal Funds Come With Some
Strings Attached

Many publicly owned airports are eligible for
federal funding for improvements under terms of the
Federal Aviation Administration Airport Improvement
Program (AIP). Projects such as runway repair or exten-
sion, terminal building additions, or navigation aid and
lighting upgrades are examples of improvements which
may be funded in large part with federal dollars. In fact,
most eligible projects are 90 percent financed with fed-
eral money.

This money, however, comes with a few strings
attached in that airports which.accept federal funding
agree to certain obligations. Each federal airport grant
includes the following five basic conditions:

The airport must be maintained and kept open
for at least twenty years.

The airport must be open to all types and
classes of aeronautical activity. There
are, however, provisions for exceptions
for safety reasons.

The airport management must charge “fair,
reasonable and not unjustly discriminatory
rates.”

The airport management may not grant exclu-
sive rights.

Revenues generated by the airport mustbe
used for airport purposes.

Temple’s FBO Wins
National Service Award!

Temple Municipal’s fixed-based operator (FBO)
won a silver award in the Exxon USA's Tiger Spirit
Program, marking the local business as one of the
outstanding aviation FBOs in the country. Sharon
Rostovich manages the FBO that serves the general
aviation community in Temple and the surrounding area.

FBOs earn points in customer service andimage
based on survey responses received from independent
pilots who visit the FBOs. The competition rates partici-
pating Exxon aviation dealers in the areas of customer
service, image, quality assurance and business promo-
tion.




1997 Art Contest Winners!

Thousands of school children from across the
United States submitted artwork for the 1997 interna-
tional Aviation Art Contest. Children in three age groups,
6-9, 10-13, and 14-17, were invited to submit artwork
depicting their own aviation/space-themed postage stamp
for the imaginary country, Aeromania. The Texas De-
partment of Transportation’s Aviation Division received
over 2,400 entries. First, second and third place winners
in each age group were selected for Texas.

First place state winners were:

Category | Jonathan Johnson

Ages 6-9 Hanna Springs Intermediate
Lampasas, TX

Category Il Alan Nguyen

Ages 10-13 West Memorial Elementary
Katy, TX

Category Il Catherine Choi

Ages 14-17 Clear Brook High School

Friendswood, TX

Jonathan Johnson - Hanna Springs Intermediate-Lampasas

Thefirst place winners from all the states were forwarded
to the National Association of State Aviation Officials
(NASAQ) Office in Silver Springs, Maryland for national
competition.

Two of our first place Texas students also
won national awards for their aviation artwork!

Seventeen-yearold Catherine Choiwon Second
Place in the national competition for her age category.
Ten-year old Alan Nguyen won Third Place in his cat-
egory. Both of these students and their families were
invited to the National Awards Ceremony in Washington,
D.C., where they received a certificate, ribbon, framed
photograph of their entry and a professional work of art
from the American Society of Aviation Artists.

Texas Has International Winner!
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Catherine Choi - Clear Brook High School - Friendswood

The artwork of these national winners was for-
warded to the Federation Aeronautique Internationale in
Paris, France where competition for international awards
took place June 4-6 in Fion, Switzerland.

Oursecond place national winnerin Category llI,
Catherine Choi, also won first place in the interna-
tional aviation artwork competition! This is the first
time Texas has had an international winner! She will
receive the Federation Aeronautique Internationale's
(FAI) highest art contest honor, the Gold Medal.

State Judges were: Mel Brown, Texas Aviation
Artists; Michelle Hannah, Aviation Division, TxDOT &
Susan Hodgson, Public Information Office, TxDOT.

Alan Nguyen - West Memorial Elementary - Katy




TEXAS
AIRPORT
OPERATORS

The award for Most Improved Airport went to
Dimmit County Airport in Carrizo Springs. ‘“This
airport's full-time manager, Ernest Martinez, and the
entire community take pride in their airport. Due to
tremendous community support, this airport will continue
to contribute significantly to the economy by attracting
businesses and accommodating the area’s tourism. And
it will continue to provide vital medical transport needs for
a remote community,” said Mr. Fulton. Pictured at right,
State Representative Tracy O. King, presented Mr.
Martinez with a Resolution passed by the Texas House of
Representatives. Mr. Martinez also received a Resolu-
tion passed by the Texas Senate.

TEXAS
AIRPORT

Otherachievement awards presented atthe Texas
Airport Operators Conference include the 1997 Out-
standing Airport of the Year Award which went to
Lufkin’s Angelina County Airport. “This airport has the
facilities and maintains the standards that we are striving
to obtain for all of the airports in Texas. The airport
accommodates corporate business and pilots, as well as
those flying just for fun. This airport is one of the best
airports in Texas,” stated Dave Fulton, TxDOT’s Aviation
Division Director. Barley Lenderman, Airport Manager of
Angelina County Airport (pictured left) and Angelina County
Judge Joe Berry accepted the award on behalf of the
community.

A new award this year for Personal Achieve-
ment was presented to Ray Davis, Airport Coordinator
of Jacksonville’s Cherokee County Airport (pictured
left). During the presentation, Mr. Fulton acknowledged
the central role Mr. Davis has played in the success of the
airport stating, “This individual is persistent, dedicated,
conscientious, and effective in everything he does for the
airport. Heis an outstanding example of what a difference
one individual’'s personal commitment can make.” Pic-
tured left to right are David Fulton, Aviation Division
Director, award winner Ray Davis, and Cherokee County
Judge Harry Tilley.




Doyle Dobbins of
Grayson County
Airport (Sherman-
Denison),was
named 1997 Airport
Manager of the
Year. Duringthe pre-
sentation Mr. Fulton
remarked, “This man-
ager has very high
standards concern-
ing the airport’s ap-
pearance, services
and safety. His pro-
fessionalism and
friendly manner
make him a person
whois respectedand
well liked. Whoever
said, 'Youcan'tmake
a silk purse out of a
sow's ear’, hasn’t
seen what this airport manager has made out of the
former Perrin Air Force Base after it was conveyed to
Grayson County as surplus property 26 years ago!” Due
to this manager's resourcefulness in generating income
and acting responsibly with the airport funds, the airport is
able to sustain all airport costs including the roads,
terminal building expenses, and all airport upkeep and
maintenance.

Texas Has First GA
“Clean Airport” In Nation!

McGregor Municipal Airport is the first general
aviation airport in the nation to be awarded the designa-
tion of “Clean Airport” by the U.S. Department of Energy
(USDOE). USDOE'’s “Clean Airport” program goal is to
encourage aviation use of clean burning alternative fuels
such as ethanol to help keep the air we breathe as clean
as possible. Since McGregor Municipal Airport was the
site at which ethanol as an aviation fuel was first used, it
is most appropriate that the honor of this designation goes
to them.

The Texas Alternative Fuels Council recently
awarded a $1 million grant to Baylor University’s Renew-
able Aviation Fuels Development Center to develop re-
newable turbine engine fuels. The grant will expand
Baylor's research on ethanol-based fuels. With this grant,
the school will test various blends of renewable fuels with
Jet-A fuel. Part of the grant purchased a twin-turboprop
aircraft outfitted with state-of-the-art instrumentation to
monitor pollution-causing emissions during the test. “This
grant will allow our current research, which has been
directed at furthering the use of ethanol as an aviation
fuel, to expand significantly,” says Dr. Max Shauck, Chair
of the Aviation Sciences Department. The USDOE has
appointed Dr. Shauck as the national coordinator of the
Renewable Aviation Fuels Development Center at Baylor
University.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc., is a non-profit corpo-
ration dedicated to the free air transportation of medical
patients, family members, blood, and organs for those
who cannot access such transportation by ordinary com-
mercial means. Their sole purpose is to serve the
community by sharing a unique service for which there is
often no substitute. Patients and traveling companions
are referred and certified by social workers, case workers,
physicians, and ministers. Angel Flight is composed of
volunteer pilots and others whose time, efforts, money,
and aircraft usage are donated free of charge. Approxi-
mately 450 pilots in 7 states are currently listed in their
active and reserve rosters. In addition to Texas, they
frequently serve patients in the states of Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Nebraska,
and Tennessee.

In addition to numerous individual doctors and
hospitals throughout this nine state area, some of the

major organizations and facilities they serve are The
Bloodcare Center in Dallas, M.D. Anderson Hospital in
Houston, Scott & White Hospital of Temple, Cancer
Therapy & Research Center of San Antonio, University of
Texas Medical Branch of Galveston, High Plains Hospital
of Amarillo, Mayo Hospital in Minnesota, the Shrine
Hospital in Chicago, and Children’s Hospital.

Angel Flight of Texas
Lancaster Airport - 730 Ferris Road, Suite 204
Lancaster, TX 75146
Tel: 972/227-WING (9464)
Fax: 972/227-9465
Angel Flight Companions
Tel: 800/433-5689
Angel Flight's Web site:
http://xymox.palo-alto.ca.us/av/angelflight.htmi




Texas Aviation
Bigtory
Texan

is Father of
British Aviation!

The father of British Aviation was an American.
SamuelF. Cody. His real name was Cowdery, and hewas
born in Texas.

Cody devised and built Britain’s first practical
aeroplane. On the great Farnborough Airfield near Lon-
don is a cast reproduction of the gnarled old pine tree
where in 1908, he tethered his flying machine (Army
Aeroplane No. 1) and measured the thrust before taking
tothe air. Crowds watched in awe as he reached a height
of 1,390 feet and covered a distance of over a quarter of
a mile - an epic journey that made him the first man to fly
an aeroplane over British soil.

Sam Cody was not related to Buffalo Bill Cody,
but he could have been cloned as the great Wild West
pioneer. Sam had an extraordinary look - long hair,
goatee, waxed mustache, cowboy jacketand Stetson. He
was a star of Wild West shows in England, billed as
“Klondyke Nuggett,” a sharpshooting act.

Cody was fascinated with kites, and he dreamed
of building one that could carry aman. With his showman-
ship and his interest in kites, the British Army gave him the
jobas chief kite instructor, then commissioned him tobuild
a powered dirigible. It flew in 1907. Cody, who migrated
from Texas to Britain, “flew” a kite-driven collapsible boat
across the English Channel in 13 hours in 1903.

Cody’s first aeroplane was called “The Flying
Cathedral,” and he is in the record books, citing endur-
ance and size.

John Cody, great-grandson of Sam, said, “He
was an amazing man. He had the ability to steer a plane
asif he were riding a horse - itwas a live thing, and he was
part of it.”

Samuel Cody died in an airplane crash in 1913.
Some 50,000 people attended the funeral. King George
V sent a telegram: 4 always appreciated his dogged
determination and his dauntless courage.”

Itis hard to believe that the Texas man who was
the father of British aviation was the forerunner of the
great Spitfires, Wellingtons, Hurricanes and all the rest in
the Royal Flying Corps.

-Quotations from the Cody Archive, 1997

Austinite Named To U.S.
Glider Aerobatic Team!

Kim Reniska, an engineer from Austin, Texas,
will be part of a five-member team that will compete in
September at the first World Air Games, to be held in
Antalya, Turkey!

Kim earned herteam position by being one of the
five highest scoring pilots at the previous years U.S.
National Glider Aerobatic Competition.

Between September 9th ang 21st, teams from
more than 25 countries will take to the sky once per day
to determine the next World Team and Individual Glider
Champions. Each team will fly five flights in the world
competition: two known routines, two unknown flights and
one freestyle, with the possible addition of an extra
unknown flight.

Finch/Earhart Update!

Texas-based aviatrix Linda Finch has ended her
three-month recreation of Amelia Earhart's ill-fated 1937
flight around the world via the equator.

Finch flew an immaculately restored Lockheed
Electra 10E - one of only two remaining in the world. Its
restorationis an accurate replica of Earhart's aircraft. She
andcopilotLad Doctor departed March 17th from Earhart's
original starting point, Oakland, California, for the 24,557-
mile flight. The flight Spanned five continents, with more
than 30 stops in 20 countries.

In July, Finch will fly the plane to Washington,
D.C. To present items carried on the flight to the National
Air and Space Museum and the National Geographic
Society.

The main sponsor of the “World Flight ‘97” is
engine manufacturer Pratt & Whitney, a subsidiary of
United Technologies Co., who has contributed about $4
million to the flight. Thatincludes the two 550 hp engines,
which have the same serial numbers as those installed on
Earhart's plane.

“Amelia Earhartbelievedin herselfand herdream,”
says Finch. “World Flight is our way of sharing her
message with the world.”

Finch’s flight can be followed in real time by
accessing her website at:

http://www.worldflight.or oucansoar
World Flight, Inc.
477 Sandau, Hangar G
San Antonio, TX 78216
Tel: 210/525-9168




Don Hull Leaves Great Legacy To Texas Aviation

Dr. John Donald Hull, affectionately known as
“Doc”, founder of Hull Airport, now Sugar Land Municipal
Airport, passed away on January 11, 1997.

His love for aviation began in Nashuville, Georgia,
where he learnedtofly atthe age of eleven. At age sixteen
he ferried WWII fighter aircraft for the war effort.

In 1949, he received his Doctor of Dental Surgery
degree from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, where
he met his wife, Virginia “Jenny” Taylor.

Doc and Jenny moved to Houston in 1949. He
completed a teaching fellowship at the University of
Texas Dental School in 1950. As an oral surgeon, his
practice included providing trauma care at Houston area
hospitals and developing the dental program for the
Texas Department of Corrections (TDC), Southern Re-
gion. He arranged for donations of dental equipment and
instruments for TDC while training inmates to be surgical
assistants. He spent countless evenings and weekends
commuting across Southeast Texas to provide dental
care at prison units. Doc donated his services for several
years until TDC included dental care in their budget. He
continued an eighteen year affiliation with TDC while
concurrently serving The Army Dental Corps and Army
Reserve, where he attained the rank of Colonel.

During the early years of his dental practice Doc
operated aircraft out of South Houston Airport and Sam
Houston Airport until the development of Houston forced
their closings. It was then that he decided to build an
airport that he vowed would never close. One dayin 1952
he landed his biplane in a cow pasture near Sugar Land.
With a loan from a friend he purchased the property,
borrowed a motor grader, and personally built the first
runway. To advertise the opening of Hull Field, he offered
a prize for the first airplane to land. To further develop the
airport, he founded “Hull Aviation”, a fixed base operation
that included aircraft sales, refueling, maintenance, a
paint shop, and a school of aviation. In addition to
managing the business, he was a flight instructor, a
Federal Aviation flight examiner, and a licensed aircraft
mechanic and inspector. Doc's oral surgery practice
played a major role in supporting the growth of Hull Field.

In his maintenance facility, Doc and his mechan-
ics restored WWII aircraft. His vintage aircraft interest
took him to Central America, where he acquired six P-51
Mustang WWII fighter planes from the Guatemalan Air
Force and licensed them for civilian use in the United
States. Other restoration projects included a Bell P-39, a
British Spitfire, and a rare Bell P-63 King Cobra for the
Confederate Air Force. Doc was an ardent supporter of
the Confederate Air Force (C.A.F.) during its formative
years, providing aircraft maintenance support and piloting
various aircraft in C.A.F. air shows.

In the late 1970’s Doc traded land with TDC and
expanded his runway to 4400 feet. In 1982, after years of
negotiations with the State of Texas, he purchased land
from TDC and constructed new terminal and hangar
facilities. He completed his airport expansion in 1986 with
construction of an 8000 ft runway and instrument landing
system.

Doc gave his time and financial support to many
community organizations. His support of the community
extended to law enforcement. He was named Citizen of
the Year by the Fort Bend 100 Club. He was a co-founder
of the Fort Bend Economic Development Council. His
airport expansion in the 1980’s was the deciding factor for
many corporations to locate their facilities in Fort Bend
County.

Doc sold his airport to the city of Sugar Land and
retired in 1990. He continued to spend his afternoons at
the airport flying his vintage biplane and visiting with his
friends and fellow aviators. Doc loved his airport.

DoctorJohn Donald Hullis survived by daughters
Leilani Gail Hull, Mary Donna Hull, son John Donald Hull,
Jr., cousin Marguerite Ostermann Quagliano, and neph-
ews Ronald Colby and Donald Colby.

An inscription on a gift from Colonel Dwight Glen
reads, “To Colonel Don Hull, Aviator and Gentleman of
the First Order and One of the Last ‘Good Old Boys’ of the
Great State of Texas.”

Don Hull will be missed by many. He has left a
great legacy for Texas aviation--not only because of the
airport he built and nurtured, but for his love of aviation.




Aviation Web Sites

Aviation Directories:
http://www.landings.com
http://www.cc.gatech.edu./dbl/fly

Aviation Organizations/Associations:
http://www.aviation.org

Pitot Resources:
Introduction to GPS applications
http://galaxy.einet.net/editors/john beadles/introgps.html

Aviation Museums/Educ./Flight Schools:
http://www firstflight.com/index.html

Careers in Aviation:
http://www.tc.faa.gov/ZDV/careers.html

The weather channel:
http://www.weather.com

Good weather images:
http://cnn.com.weatherimages.html

Aviation information source:
http://www.aerolink.com

Aviation Week Magazine:
http://www.awgnet.com

Women in Aviation, International
http://www.wai@ infinet.com

EAA Safety Data:
hitp://www.safetydata.com

The Safety Data Web site will also link to
EAA’'s Home Page:
http://www.eaa.org

the EAA Fly-In Convention Page:
http://www fly-in.org
and the Home Page for the National Association of
Flight Instructors:
http://www.nafi.org

Two “oops” are in order! Listed below are corrections to a
couple of Web sites listed in the Spring issue of WINGTIPS.

Hubble Space Telescope Pictures should be:
http://stsci.edu/pubinfo/pictures.htmi
National Air and Space Museum should be:
hitp://www.nasm.edu
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