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New Appointments to Texas Advisory Committee

By Lora Burris

On December 14, 2000, the Texas Transportation Commission
appointed Corky C. Pledger and Charles E. Powell to the Texas
Aviation Advisory Committee.

Corky Pledger was re-appointed for a three-year term on the
Aviation Advisory Committee. Ms. Pledger plays an active role in
the daily operations of Flite Electronics, a company which holds the
distinction of being the oldest existing business at Addison Airport,
Texas. Her involvement in the company has positioned her to
become increasingly active with community groups and to develop
professional associations with the aviation community. She has
contributed greatly through her efforts in the Celebrate Metrocrest,
the Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce, and the Aircraft Electronics
Association. The Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce has twice
given her the "Red Coat of the Year Award" as well a "Red Coat Life
Membership." Moreover, she is one of twelve recipients to receive
the chamber's "Golden Eagle Award" in the past twenty-five years.
Ms. Pledger is President of the Addison Business Association and
co-founder of the Addison Airport Business Owners Association.

Charles E. Powell is the most recent appointee to the Aviation
Advisory Committee. Colonel Powell (retired Air Force) began his
career at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland;
receiving a bachelor's degree in General Engineering in 1954.
Additionally, in 1964 he received a master of science degree in
Industrial Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh. His career
included air service during the Cuban Missile Crisis and rescue
missions during the Vietnam War. Colonel Powell's final military
assignment was as Commander of the 3480th Technical Training
Wing at Goodfellow Air Force Base until he retired in 1984. He
accumulated more than 6,700 flying hours. In 1982, Colonel Powell
was selected as San Angelo's Citizen of the Year. He has also served
as vice president of Southwest Bank in San Angelo, as well as
chairman, president, and chief executive officer of the Southwest
Bank Investment Center until his retirement in 1995. Colonel
Powell currently serves as Chairman of the Community Bank Board
of the Wells Fargo Bank of San Angelo.

Grants Recently Awarded to Airports

AIRPORT GRANT GRANT PROJECT DESCRIPTION
NAME AWARDED AMOUNT
Spinks Municipal The work consists of improvements to rehabilitate, stripe and mark Runway 17R-35L;
Airport January 2, 2001 $632,360.00 rehabilitate and mark taxiways A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H; install lighted guidance signs;
— and replace rotating beacon and tower at the Fort Worth Spinks Airport.
Stephens County: L The work consists of improvements to rehabilitate, stripe and mark Runway 13-31;
January 2, 2001 - $234,100.00 replace rotating beacon and tower and medium intensity runway lighting for Runway
- A o 17-35; and installing other miscellaneous electrical items at the Stephens County Airport.
Beaumont Municipal £ I, The work consists of improvements to overlay, extend stripe and mark Runway 13-31;
Airport November 1, 2000 $2.119,130.00 | extend medium intensity runway lights for Runway 13-31; rehabilitate and mark paraliel
~ oo | taxiway: extend medium intensity taxiway lights; rehabilitate and expand apron; construct
north end agriculiure pad; construct agriculture apron access road; install lighted
windcone, segmented circle; RAMP signage and erosion/sedimentation controls at the
- Beaumont Municipal Airport.

Source: Grants Management, Aviation Division
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dave's hangar

~david s. fulton, director

STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION BEGINS!!

The Texas Legislature began its new session on January 8, 2001. In
addition to the many issues that the legislature must address each
session, a great deal of the legislators' time this year will be focused
on redefining legislative districts. Of the aviation issues which
could surface, one is how to best address the potential hazard to
aviation safety resulting from the proliferation of communications
towers which continue to be erected throughout the state. Last year,
six AG pilots were killed in accidents as a result of collisions with
towers or the guy wires supporting them. As these towers continue
to crop up across Texas, the agricultural aviation industry is very
interested in ensuring that the towers and the supporting members
are readily visible to pilots involved in low level flying. Another
issue, supported by the Texas Airport Management Association, is
the establishment of a state-funded loan program which
communities could use to match federal and state airport
development grants or construct needed items such as hangars or
fuel farms which are not eligible for state or federal grants.

THE TEXAS AVIATION CONFERENCE IS COMING SOON!

This year's aviation conference, scheduled for April 4-6, 2001,
stands to be the best one ever. We have a lot to talk about this year
including funding increases resulting from AIR-21, establishment
of the new entitlement program for general aviation airports,
changes in the Routine Airport Maintenance Program, and
continuation of the Automated Weather Observing Station
Program just to name a few. Look for more information elsewhere
in Wingtips.
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TEXAS SLIPSTREAMS ...

® Texarkana Regional Airport — New airport director:
Stephen Luebbert, a retired U.S. Air Force general, replace,
Bob McDaniel.

® McKinney Municipal Airport — Acting Airport Manager:
Debbie Berganthal, 1500 E. Industrial Blvd., McKinney,
Texas 75069, 972/562-4096.

@ Mid-Way Regional Airport, Midlothian/Waxahachie —
New telephone number: 972/923-0080

® Llano Municpal Airport — New airport manager: Rick
Durst, 4501 CR 114, Llano, Texas 78643, 915/247-5635.

@ Gillespie County Airport, Fredricksburg — New airport
manager: Greg Snelgrove, 101 W. Main St., Unit #9,
Fredricksburg, TX 78624, 830/990-5764, Fax 830/991-9958.

® Austin-Bergstrom International Airport — New general
manager: Jim Smith, 512/530-7518, replaces Chuck Griffith
who retires in March.

® McGregor Executive Airport, Waco — New airport
manager: Leonard Henry, 254/848-4448, replaces Stew
Shirey, who has retired.

@ Archer City Municipal Airport — New airport owner/manager:
Mr. Valter Della Nebbia, Rolling Greens Hills, Inc., 428
Oakwood Circle, Denton, Texas 76208, Telephone number:
940-497-7151, beeper: 940/314-5422. The airport name will
not change.

Bergstrom Garners
Design Award

The Barbara Jordan Passenger Terminal at Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport recently received the Texas Society of
Architects’ annual design award at TSA's annual convention held
in San Antonio.

Attention to openness was commended as the most striking
feature of the terminal. Additionally, a large central atrium opens
up the building and the gently curving glass wall facing the
runway floods the interior with natural light. The terminal was
designed by Page Sutherland Page of Austin and Gensler of
Houston and was selected from a pool of 183 entries.

MUSEUM INDUCTS HILLARD

One of the two men credited with the first U.S. freefall baton pass
was named to the Texas Aviation Hall of Fame. Induction
ceremonies were held for Charlie Hillard at the Lone Star Flight
Museum in Galveston, Texas in November.

Hillard is perhaps better known among the larger community of
aviators for his long-time presence on the airshow circuit and his
successful career as an aerobatic champion. He made the baton
pass on July 1, 1958 over Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, with Steve
Snyder, heralding the new activity of freefall relative work in this
country. (It had been done in France and Canada only shortly
before). He was killed in April 1996 at the Sun 'n’ Fun aviation
convention in Lakeland, Florida, during a freak taxiing accident.

Source: Parachutist, December 2000



What’s it all Worth?: The Economlc Impact of a

Commercial Spaceport

By Fred Johnson
Texas Aerospace Commission

Many states have recently sought to implement legislation and
spaceport authorities in order to become the base of commercial
space and reusable launch vehicle technologies. The Gulf Coast
Spaceport Development Corporation (www.gulfcoastspaceport.org)
commissioned the Center for Economic Development and Research
at the University of Houston-Clear Lake to study the impact of a
commercial spaceport facility on the Gulf Coast of Texas. The

findings were released in a report issued in July 2000.

The scope of the report addresses both the business volume and
individual impact of establishing a commercial spaceport within a
rural region. The following table summarizes the impact in years

one, four and nine:

Spaceport Economic Impact
($ rounded in millions)

Impact M ] Bust Volul Jobs Personal Income | Durabie Goods
Year 1 $107 2,779 $ 99 $ 7
Year 4 296 7,575 914 34
Year 9 289 4,904 481 18

The report takes into account certain assumptions and limitations.
For example, only private sector impacts are considered, and
public/private infrastructure costs outside the spaceport facility are

not factored in. The impact that such a facility would create to a

region is overwhelming — 9,000 direct and indirect jobs during
construction and 5,000 (direct/indirect) employed once the facility
begins operation. This would result in a business volume between
$330 and $500-miilion dollars annually.

AVIATION £ ‘

MILESTONES ©

Looking back in history these are selective technological

highlights of the 1940s:

1940 — First flight of the prototype Avro Lancaster, the
RAF's leading heavy bomber of World War II.

1941 — First flight of the piston-powered prototype of the
Messerschmitt Me 262, which became Germany's
first operational jet fighter.

1942 — First flight of the prototype Northrop P-61 Black Widow,

the first aircraft designed as a radar-equipped night fighter.

1942 — Airworthiness regulations for aircraft components and
accessories became law, 1930.

1942 — First flight of the Bell X-1, which later became the first
aircraft to achieve Mach 1.

1943 — First flight of the Lockheed Constellation, a popular
commercial airline of the 1940s.

1946 — The Bell 47 two-seat rotorcraft became the first helicopter
certified for civil use.

1947 — First flight of a jet-powered Soviet MIG flighter.

1949 — First flight of the prototype de Havilland D.H. 106 Comet,
the world's first commercial jetliner.

The Gulf Coast Spaceport Development Corp. commissioned the
Economic Impact Study.

In terms of the economic model, a commercial spaceport would
have a similar effect and impact that a large manufacturing facility
would create. However, its unique nature and workforce demands
fuse this model with both an airport model and research facility. As
such, the establishment of a commercial spaceport in Texas would
need to access and source the expertise of the Houston/Clear Lake
area surrounding the NASA Johnson Space Center.

The investment is minimal based upon its potential return as
demonstrated in the report. Extracts of this study may be found at:
http://www.tac.state.tx.us/spaceport].htm or for a full copy of the
study, contact Fred Welch at (800) 759-1822. For more information
on aerospace activities in Texas, contact the Texas Aerospace
Commission, (888) 844-4822 or http://www.tac.state.tx.us.

Midland International Airport

Construction crews work in building a $3 million concrete ramp that
replaces a large part of the WWII-era north ramp, 90 percent borne by
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and 10 percent by the City

of Midland. Another recent project included the resurfacing of the
airport's taxiways and runways.



FLIGHT SAFETY

If You Don’t Like the Weather

in Texas ...
by Bill Gunn

Wait a few minutes, it will change. Texas is big enough to
have heat stroke and frost bite both at the same time. Pilots
in the Valley may not think about it, but the North and the
Panhandle can be COLD in the winter.

Beyond the challenges and advantages of cold weather
flight operations, such as ice, frost, cold starts and
improved performance, there is a subtle, but important
adjustment few pilots think about ... altimeter error.

Wait a minute, you have your IFR craft checked for static
system error and altimeter error every 24 months, right?
Absolutely! However, there is another form of altimeter
error that has always been there, but is only now being
formally recognized in the USA. Transport Canada and
those who fly in Canada have known about cold weather
altimeter error for years.

So what is it? Well, first think about how an altimeter
works. A pressure-sensitive bellows in a sealed case
measures the uniform decrease in atmospheric density with
increased altitude. Simple, adequate and reliable. However,
in temperatures below 10 degrees Centigrade (50
Fahrenheit), you need to adjust your height UPWARD by
10 to 1680 feet. Why? The sensitive aviation altimeter uses
the principle of uniform air density to translate to altitude.
Very cold temperatures increase the air density enough to
cause the altimeter to "read" a higher altitude than the
actual altitude above sea level. Correction factors can be
calculated using the following formula:

Cold Weather Comechion Fomwla

A{15 - 1)
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his the height above the facilbity

K is the standard temperature lapse rate {.00198° C/ft or .0065° C/m)
€15 the facility clevation

£ 15 the Facility temperature

1o s the Facility temperature adjusted to mean sea level. to=t+ke

and Cis the altitude correction vahse

For example, if the correction factor is 180 feet and you
are flying an instrument approach to 650 feet MDA or DH,
add the correction of 180 to 650. Fly the approach and
descend to an INDICATED altitude of (180 + 650 =) 830
feet for an ACTUAL altitude of 650 feet.

A new Advisory Circular is being published with simple
correction tables. Look for AC 91-XX, "Altimeter Errors at
Cold Temperatures" in the near future.

LOW-EMISSION  VEHICLE
PILOT PROGRAM

Federal Aviation Administration Airports
Quarterly

FAA will provide 50 percent matching funds, up to $2 million per
airport, to as many as 10 public-use airports nationwide to
demonstrate the benefits and economic feasibility of Low-
Emission Airport Vehicles (ILEAV). The ILEAV program was
established in AIR 21. Eligible activity includes the incremental
costs of acquiring ILEAV vehicles or engines certified by
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the construction of
infrastructure or modifications to enable the delivery of fuel and
services for ILEAV on-road and/or non-road vehicles. ILEAV
vehicles must operate exclusively on one or more of the
following six alternative fuels: compressed natural gas, liquefied
natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, electricity, hydrogen, or a
blend of fuel at least 85 per cent methanol. Sponsors will be
required to operate and retain the vehicles and equipment at the
airport for their useful life.

Public-use airports located within EPA designated air quality
non-attainment areas are eligible to apply. If an insufficient
number of proposals are received from airports in non-attainment
areas, other public-use airports may be considered. Priority
consideration will be given to applicants expecting the greatest
reduction of emissions per dollar of funds expended.

For further information, contact the FAA Airports Development
Office in Fort Worth.

Editor’s Call for Submissions

I want to encourage you to send us news concerning your
airport, your new manager, your building or land expansion
plans, your new airline provider and your airport's economic
development impact on your community. We need to touch
base with each other more often and to discover our
similarities or uniqueness! The news items don't have to be
long, just small clips will do, to keep us informed of your
progress. Don't forget the photographs!

My address is Wingtips Editor, TxDOT aviation Division,
125 E. 1ith Street, Austin, TX 78701-2483 or my fax
512/416-4510. Thanks!

June Wingtips deadline for submissions: April 15, 2001.




2001 TEXAS
AVIATION CONFERENCE

Sponsored by
The Texas Department of Transportation
&
Texas Airport Management Association

Celebrating the
19th Annual
Texas Aviation Conference

Location and Date
The 2001 Texas Aviation Conference will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel, 6505 IH 35 North, Austin. The dates
are April 4, 5, 6, 2001.

Conference Registration

Pre-registration is recommended and will help us in planning and preparing a better conference. If you pre-register,
your name tag and program packet will be ready when you arrive at the hotel. The fee is $100 in advance or $110
at the door. You are encouraged to register online OR you may choose to complete the registration form (one form
per registrant; photocopy if necessary) and return it with payment to the TTI-ITEC Office of Conference
Management Services (OCMS) to the address listed on the form by March 28, 2001. Only cancellations received in
writing by OCMS by March 28, 2001 will be refunded, less $25 handling fee. No refunds will be issued after this
date. You may pay your registration fee by check, money order, or credit card. If you have any questions or need
additional registration material, please contact the Aviation Division at 1-800-68-PILOT. Registration fee covers
conference handouts, break refreshments, Thursday evening activities, including the awards banquet.

Hotel Reservations

The DoubleTree is holding a block of rooms for our use at the nightly rate of $110 for single and $120 for double
occupancy. We encourage everyone needing a room to call immediately since we anticipate the rooms will be
booked quickly. Reservations should be made by March 2. To receive this rate, please call the DoubleTree at
512/454-3737 or 800-222-8733. Remember to ask for reservations for the Texas Aviation Conference to receive
special rates on rooms. THERE WILL NOT BE A CHARGE TO PARK IN THE DOUBLETREE
HOTEL GARAGE. YOU CAN HAVE YOUR PARKING TICKET VALIDATED AT THE TAC
REGISTRATION DESK.

Special Activities

On Wednesday, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., a golf tournament is scheduled. Sign up early - limited to first 40
participants. If you are interested in playing, please contact our office at 1-800-68-PILOT, for further information.
A Thursday evening social is planned following the Awards Banquet, along with music by a professional DJ.

Shuttle Service

If you need transportation from Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, there is a Super Shuttle available. Upon
arrival proceed to the lower level and collect your luggage, check in with the Super Shuttle agent at the counter
located next to the baggage claim area. Tickets can be purchased one-way or round trip.

Special Needs

In compliance with ADA requirements, participants with special needs can be reasonably accommodated by
contacting OCMS phone: 979/862-1219, toll free 888-550-5577, or fax 979-862-1225, at least 5 working days prior
to the conference.



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4

2-01-01

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Golf Tournament (Sign up early, limited to first 40 participants)
Exhibitor Set-up
Registration/Check-in

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Exhibits Open
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Get Acquainted Reception Hosted by Sponsors (in Exhibit Hall)
THURSDAY, APRIL 5

7:30 a.m. - 8:20 a.m.

7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. - 8:40 a.m.
8:40 a.m. - 8:50 a.m.

8:50 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:20 a.m.

9:20 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

9:40 a.m. -10:10 a.m.

10:10 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. - 12 noon

12:00 noon - 1:30 p.m.
12:00 noon - 1:45 p.m.

1:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Continental Breakfast (in Exhibit Hall)
Registration Desk Open
Welcoming Address

Words From the Sponsors

Dave Fulton, Director, TxDOT, Aviation Division

Mike Shahan, President of Texas Airport Management Association (TAMA),
and Airport Manager, Grayson County Airport

Introduction of Aviation Advisory Committee Members

Dave Fulton, Director, TxDOT, Aviation Division

State of Aviation Division

Dave Fulton, TxDOT, Aviation Division

Coffee Break (in Exhibit Hall)

What TAMA is doing on Legislative [ssues

Jose Flores, Airport Manager, Laredo International

State of Business Aviation

Paul Smith, Regional Representative

National Business Aviation Association, Inc. (NBAA)

Airport Terminal Building Program

John Greer, Airport Facilities Engineer, TxDOT, Aviation Division
Adopt-An-Airport Program

Why Get Involved?

Marie Peinado, Public Information Officer, TxDOT, Aviation Division
Kenneth Roberts, TxDOT, Public Information Office, Waco District
Pearlie Bushong, TxDOT, Public Information Office, Yoakum District
Texas Aviation Advisory Committee Meeting

Lunch on Your Own

Workshops

1)  Airport Risk Management
Blair Bisbey, Attorney, Seale, Stover & Bisbey Law Firm
Kent Krause, Attorney, Speiser-Krause Law Firm
Bennie Lybrand, Vice-President, C.T. Brannon Corporation
Jeff Bilyeu, Airport Manager, Gainesville Municipal Airport, Moderator
- Airport Liability Issues
- Minimum Standards
- Rules & Regulations




Workshops (continued)

1:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

2)  Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS),

Ground Communication Outlet (GCO) and Superunicom
Weather and Information Systems for Your Airport

Bill Gunn, Director, Training & Systems, TxDOT, Aviation Division
Mike Shahan, Airport Manager, Grayson County Airport, Moderator

2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Break in Exhibit Hall

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Workshops

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

FRIDAY. APRIL 6

7:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m. -10:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

3) How Your Airport, TxDOT, Engineer and Contractor
Make a Good Team for a Successful Project
What the Community Needs to Know and Everyone s Role in the Process
Paul McCarthy, City Services Director, Sweetwater Avenger Field;
Tony Krauss, Project Engineer, TxDOT Aviation; Mitch Fortner, Vice-Presic
KSA Engineers Inc.; Keith Keller, President, Allen Keller Company;
Bill Fuller, TxDOT Aviation, Moderator
4) Airport Terminal Building Program
Pitfalls, Successes and Costs
John Greer, TxDOT, Aviation Division
Mark Nelson, Airport Manager, Denton Municipal Airport, Moderato:
Texas Airport Management Association (TAMA) Meeting
e Approval of minutes from previous meeting
e Election of 2001 Officers
e TAMA Goals for 2001
¢ General Discussion
Awards Banquet

Evening Social (Music, Dancing and Prizes)

Exhibits Open
Registration Desk Open
Continental Breakfast (Exhibit Hall)

Compliance with Grant Assurances
Through-the-Fence-Operations

Joe Washington, Manager, Safety & Standards Branch, FAA
Impact of Air 21
How it Affects Airports

Loretta Scott, Airport Manager, Grand Prairie Municipal Airport
Texas Aerospace Commission

Bill Looke, Director

Hazards to Low Altitude Flying

George Mitchell, President, M&M Air Service of Beaumont, Inc.
Check-out Break (Exhibits Breakdown)

Runway Incursion, Air Traffic Control and Your Airport Arrivals
Charles Jefferson, Operations Supervisor, FAA

TXDOT/DOT-FAA AIP PROGRAM and Listening Session

Dave Fulton, TxXDOT; Mike Nicely, Manager, FAA

Airports Development Office, SW Region, Questions & Answers



REGISTRATION FORM

Register on-line at http://tti.tamu.edu/conferences
To register for this conference, complete this form below and return with $100 check made payable to: TT] Aviation
01, and send to Texas Transportation Institute, ITEC — Oftice of Conference Management Services, The Texas A&M University
System, 3135 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-3135. Phone: 979/862-1219 and Fax 979/862-1225. NO PURCHASE ORDERS
ACCEPTED. ONLY VISA, MASTER CARD AND DISCOVER CREDIT CARDS WILL BE ACCEPTED. ONLY CHECKS
FROM U.S. BANKS ARE ACCEPTED. TxDOT employees are exempt from the registration fee, but you must fax a copy of

this form to 979-862-1225 or register on line.

You may also choose to register on-line at http:/tti.tamu.edu/conferences. If paying by check or money order, you

may register on-line and then mail your payment. You must register by March 28, 2001. Only cancellations received in writing

by OCMS by 5:00 p.m. March 28, 2001 will be refunded.

Name

Month/Day of birth* (i.e. 08/12)

Title Company/Organization

Address, City, State, Zip Code

Last 4 digits of Social Security Number

Day Phone Number Fax E-Mail
* This information will be used to verify your record and will assist you with any future on-line confercnce registration
__I'have enclosed my check or money order OR ___ I would prefer to pay with credit card (circle one) Visa M/C Discover
Credit Card Number Expiration Date Amount
I will be attending the following functions during the conference: For TTI Use Only:
Circle One
Wednesday Goif Tournament  Yes No Check Number
Wednesday Get-Acquainted Yes No Check Amount
Thursday Awards Banquet  Yes No Receipt Number
Thursday Evening Social Yes No

NOTE: If you are taking a guest to the awards banquet who is not registered please include an additional $16.

FAA & TxDOT Team Up For Runway Safety Inventory

By Bill Fuller

With the issuance of Order 5200.8, the FAA reaffirmed the
importance of maintaining or establishing runway safety areas
(RSAs5) at federally-obligated airports. TxDOT is supporting this
effort wherever feasible.

As explained in the FAA design manual, the RSA ". . . enhances
the safety of airplanes which undershoot, overrun, or veer off the
runway, and it provides greater accessibility for fire fighting and
rescue equipment during such incidents.” The RSA evolved from
the original landing strip, which was simply a defined, well-
maintained and graded surface. As aviation developed with more
advanced aircraft, an improved landing surface, or runway,
became necessary. The RSA is now that "safe” environment
immediately surrounding the runway.

As can be expected, the size of an RSA depends on the
predominant types of aircraft and the approach visibility
minimums at the airport. Dimensions range from a width of 60
feet on each side of the runway centerline to 250 feet. The RSA
lengths beyond the runway end extend from 240 feet at smaller
facilities up to 1,000 feet at larger airports.

To fulfill its purpose, the RSA needs to be cleared and graded with
no significant surface variations. It should be free of objects,
except those fixed by function, such as runway lighting. All
objects that functionally remain within the RSA must have
frangible couplings if they are over three inches in height.

Because Texas has so many public, general aviation airports,
TxDOT will first evaluate the RSAs for those projects that are
scheduled for runway improvements. If it is determined that a
RSA is deficient, the FAA order describes three options for
addressing the situation, in descending order of desirability:

(1) make changes, where physically and economically feasible, to
bring the RSA into full compliance with the design standard,

(2) improve the RSA, but not to full compliance with the standard,
or

(3) determine that it is not practicable to improve the RSA.

For situations in which it is determined that a RSA does not meet
standards, a relatively detailed process of analysis is prescribed to
determine which of the three options will be chosen. Airport
sponsors will of course be consulted during the process, but
ultimately the decision and approval will rest with the director of
the Aviation Division.

As time permits, the Aviation Division hopes to evaluate all RSAs
within our system. In the meantime, airport sponsors can assist by
assessing their own RSAs. Also be advised that changes made to
improve deficient RSAs are also eligible for financial assistance
through TxDOT's Routine Airport Maintenance Program.

If you have questions pertaining to the appropriate RSA size or
specific surface conditions at your airport, please feel free to call
either John Greer, PE. or Ed Oshinski, PE., at 1/800/68-PILOT,
within the Aviation Division's Engineering Section.



TxDOT AVIATION EMPLOYEE NEWS

We believe that our employees are the most important resource that we have available to support us daily in the fulfillment of the
“aviation” mission for the State of Texas. They are, as team members, our winning hand. We will continue to showcase employees in
Wingtips, so that you can get to know them, their responsibilities and their interests.

Yolanda
Alvarez

By Marie C. Peinado

I am delighted to introduce to you,
Yolanda Alvarez, one of our veteran
aviation employees, who started
working in 1978 for the Texas
Aeronautics Commission. Yolanda
began working as a secretary in
Airport Services and the Planning &
Programming Services section,
before TAC became the Texas Department of Transportation
Aviation Division.

Without a doubt, Yolanda has experienced, witnessed and handled
many, many changes in the Aviation Division that would fill a book,
if she chose to document its history. The least of these changes, I
suppose would be the re-organization and the moving of the
division to new quarters. Other provocative and interesting
occurrences that go along with such changes would probably be the
impetus for obtaining her bestseller. . . but she isn't talking.

Yolanda has consistently undertaken more and more
responsibilities during her long stay at Aviation. She is now
responsible for planning and overseeing our annual Texas Aviation
Conference, an important part of our mission for the State of Texas.
At this function, we exchange ideas with the aviation community,
and address issues of concern to the public. Attendance at this
conference has greatly increased during her leadership. Yolanda is
also the editor for the Texas Airport Directory--a valuable resource
for many aviation enthusiasts. She continues to coordinate the
annual International Aviation Art Contest for Texas school-age
children in addition to producing the Kid's Art Calendar which is so
well-received by all. Yolanda also supervises the Aviation Services
staff and lends assistance to any additional project that requires her
talents.

A native Texan, born and raised in Austin, Yolanda has been
married for 28 years to her husband, Rudy, a teacher at Bowie High
School. Yolanda and Rudy have two sons, Adam, 23 years old and
Rene, 16 years old.

In her spare time, Yolanda does volunteer work for her church,
enjoys walking, and has a knack for home decorating. And during
the springtime, you can bet that Yolanda will be cheering at the high
school baseball games where Rudy is the head baseball coach.
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Jim Curl

By Marie C. Peinado

:&%f

It is my pleasure to introduce you to
Jim Curl, one of our long-standing
devotees of the field of aviation in
Texas. Jim has contributed a total of
o 39 years of his life to Texas aviation,
;3 29 of which have been working for

i the Aviation Division!
HiiH

IR As an Airport Engineering Specialist,
' '+ Jim oversees 5010 airport inspections,
reviews plans and specifications,
assists in installing AWOS (Automated Weather Observation
System), observes terminal building construction, assists the general
public and airport sponsors on airport related questions and prepares
in-house design drawings. Jim is a "walking encyclopedia” on
general aviation airports in Texas.

A native Texan, Jim was born in Leming, Texas, best farming land
in Atascosa County. It is also said that this part of the country in
Texas is considered the birthplace of the cowboy, rich ranch land
with its towering oak and pecan trees; and a hunter's paradise for
the largest white-tailed deer in the world. Jim's formative years
were spent in Leming, Kerrville and Texarkana. Subsequently, he
received his education and began to listen earnestly for his calling.

Jim has been married to his wife, Doris, for 34 years as of March
1. Doris works for TxDOT also, in Motor Vehicles. Both Jim and
Doris commute to work daily from Georgetown to Austin—a 30
mile one-way ride. They have a daughter, Antoinette, who is a
Languages senior, with a major in Spanish and a minor in Chinese,
at Trinity University in San Antonio.

Recreational activities for Jim involve restoring or admiring old
cars, hot rods—anything with rubber tires and that is self-
propelled—woodworking, or just enjoying old houses—their
workmanship and beauty. Finally, an occasional treat last year at a
karaoke gig provided Jim the opportunity to exercise his vocal
cords and to entertain his astounded colleagues with his splendid
voice ... who knew he had it in him?

We admire Jim for his loyalty and contribution to the
Aviation Division.
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Does Anyone Know?

There are reports that there are two WACO glider fuselages :
lying about in some airport in Texas. The WACO aircraft was :
manufactured in Troy, Ohio, in the '20s, '30s and '40s. WACO :
gliders were troop and material carriers used during WWIL :

The WACO Historical Society in Troy, Ohio is committed to
preserving and, when possible, restoring these historical
airplanes to their original state. If you have any information
about these gliders, contact: WHS Trustee, Maria Boone,
: email: msimonboone @yahoo.com or 937/335-9226. H
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Robert Gray Army Airfield, Fort Hood, and the City of Killeen:
Central Texas’ Joint Use Partnership

[r— . o G
Don Christian, Killeen i) m"i’ég‘x z
Director of Aviation s e 5

Joint Use at Fort Hood’s Robert Gray Army Airfield is off the
ground. The planning and coordination phase for this effort
began in mid-1997, and the last four years witnessed the
completion of feasibility studies, an environmental assessment, a
joint use agreement and lease, along with numerous planning and
program activities. Construction officially kicked off October 30,
2000, with the project’s groundbreaking ceremony at Robert
Gray: a benchmark event for Central Texas, and a welcome
moment for the City and Fort Hood staff who labored to ‘get
there’.

The City of Killeen will be moving airline operations from
Killeen Municipal Airport to Robert Gray as part of the joint use

Heavy equipment hums on Robert Gray Army Airfield’s new eastside
parallel taxiway. Taxiway construction began October 2, 2000, and is

agreement with the Army. This move provides access to a 10,000 scheduled for completion in May 2001.

foot runway, continuous air traffic control services and other

immediate and long term benefits. Garrison Commander and Aviation Officer, and Killeen’s city
manager and director of Aviation. The Board alternates its chair

Relocating to a facility with a longer runway allows growth to annually, meets bi-monthly, and has just entered its second year.

larger turboprop and jet aircraft, relieves significant passenger

and cargo weight limitations now imposed on the airlines at This is a regional, intermodal transportation project involving

Killeen Municipal, and adds much needed end-of-runway safety both airport and roadway elements. The project not only supports

areas. the growing aviation needs of the community but the road-
way improvements will also enhance industrial development

This $53,000,000 project is necessary to accommodate the opportunities. Over 30 Central Texas cities, counties and chambers

growing number of airline passengers from Killeen, Fort Hood  of commerce have passed resolutions in support of this project.

and surrounding communities. Enplanements over the past four

years have increased by 30 percent — well above the national ~ The Central Texas/Fort Hood area is a dynamic, growing community

average. Three airlines currently serve the market and passenger and this project will allow airline operations to keep pace with

growth is expected to increase from the current 98,000 community needs and provide area citizens with top quality air

enplanements per year to an estimated 200,000 by the year 2010. transportation services.

The project involves building a new terminal building, aircraft

parking apron, east side parallel taxiway, fuel farm and vehicle FA A CERTIFI ED AVI ATION
parking facilities. Major roadway improvements will ensure

direct, four-lane access to the site; the Texas Department of M I E C E E
Transportation has approved funding for these new roads. A NT NAN CL Ass s
Construction at Robert Gray is phased and is planned to be By Katie White

completed by Fall 2003. The first phase under construction is an Greenville Aviation Maintenance Technology Center
east parallel taxiway along Gray’s 10,000-foot runway.

Successive construction contracts for terminal site grading and FAA Certified Aviation Maintenance Trz.lining '(A.irframc.:) classes
utilities, apron construction and tie-ins, and the terminal itself ~ began on January 16,2001, at the Greenville Aviation Maintenance
will be awarded within the year. Technology Center, Greenville Municipal Airport-Majors Field at

. . .. . . 89 Majors Road, Greenville, Texas.
And Robert Gray Army Airfield is receiving attention from its

military QRVIIELS a5 well. As part of an pngoing nat'ional program Tarrant County College and Paris Junior College have joined forces
to upgrade military deployment facilities, the Notice to Proceed with the City of Greenville, Raytheon Systems Company and
for a $30 million facelift to the airfield infrastructure was inked Greenville ISD to bring Airframe classes to the Northeast Texas

n vaember 2600, The§e projects are est{mated [obe 'complete area. Power Plan classes will also be forming in the near future.
within two years, well within the civilian-side construction cycle.

Included are a new control tower, ARFF facility, military loading For a schedule of classes and prices, please contact Garry
aprons and servicing facilities. Marsden or Faye Cross at 903/455-5118.

The partnership between Fort Hood and the Central Texas is solid.
A joint Fort Hood and City of Killeen team authored the 50 year
lease governing the project and established a Joint Management
Board to manage operations at the new facility. The Joint
Management Board is comprised of four members: Fort Hood’s
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RECENT AVIATION
CAPSULES ...

@® ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH, author, aviator, and
widow of Charles A. Lindbergh, died at her home in Vermont
on February 7, 2000, at the age of 94. After her marriage to
Charles in 1927, she flew as co-pilot with her famous
husband on record-breaking flights across oceans and around
the world, and wrote extensively about their adventures,
publishing 13 books. Her best-seller, "Gift From The Sea",
was published in 1955. The Lindberghs had six children. Her
death marks the final flight of yet another of aviation's
original pioneers.

@® TEXAS JET, an FBO at Fort Worth's Meacham International
Airport, has been awarded the 2000 Phillips 66 Aviation
"Wings of Excellence” for contributions and commitment to
general aviation. The award was presented to Reed Pigman,
Texas Jet's owner.

@® LLANO MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, now provides pilots a free
courtesy car for use in the city for up to two hours. Llano
Flying Service offers 100LL fuel, aircraft rental, brokerage
and maintenance. The maintenance opportunities will
improve substantially with the addition of a new maintenance
hangar which is expected to be completed soon.

@® FAA HQ AIR TRAFFIC DIVISION — Bill Peacock, a 27-
year FAA veteran, will assume the title of acting director,
replacing division director Ron Morgan who will soon leave
the agency after some 30-odd years in ATC . Peacock started
out as a controller at the Lubbock, Texas, ATCT, an
instrument-rated private pilot and a graduate of Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.

@® SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION in the Bush
administration is California Democrat Norman Y. Mineta.
Mineta, former Secretary of Commerce in the Clinton
administration, has long been a fixture in aviation and surface
transportation circles, having served as chairman of the
House subcommittee on aviation from [1981-88 and as
chairman of that panel's parent, the House Public Works and
Transportation Committee, from 1992-94. In addition to
being a long-time aviation supporter (he has two sons who
are rated pilots), Mineta is also well respected by virtually
everyone in the industry. During his tenure in Congress, he
was known to forge consensus on FAA funding and aviation
safety policy.

® PRECISION APPROACHES FOR SMALL AIRPORTS —
UPS Aviation Technologies is working on a GPS-based
precision approach system that it expects to be certified later
this year. The UPS equipment uses signals from the FAA's
Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) in conjunction
with GPS technology to provide pilots with vertical and
horizontal guidance to the runway without the need for
extensive ground-based infrastructure. The system includes a
mechanism for ensuring the integrity of the signal, which
should satisfy the FAA's concerns about the safety of such
approaches. If approved, the equipment could make hundreds
of smaller airports accessible in instrument conditions.

® REP. BUD SHUSTER (R-Pa.) — the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee chairman who overcame
formidable opposition to ensure that highway and aviation
taxes are spent for their intended purposes retired from
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Congress effective January 31, 2001. A veteran politician
who wielded great power as chairman, Shuster first pushed
to secure special budget treatment for the Highway Trust
Fund. And, then, in a move that many initially thought
impossible, he authored legislation, AIR-21 —signed by
President Clinton on April 6, 2000 —to do the same for the
Airport and Airway trust Fund.

CFI RE-CERTIFICATION TIED TO WINGS PROGRAM—
Flight instructors may now qualify to renew their certificates
by offering flight training in the FAA's WINGS program,
according to an FAA bulletin issued in December 2000. The
instructor must hold an unexpired certificate and must have
provided at least 15 hours of WINGS flight training to at
least five pilots within the preceding 24 hours. This new
method for flight instructor renewal is contained in the FAA
Flight Standards Handbook Bulletin for General Aviation
(HBGA) as bulletin number HBGA 00-18; effective
December 18, 2000.

U.S. SENATOR KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON has been
named chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee
Aviation Subcommittee. Senator Huchison's elevation to
chairman of the Aviation Subcommittee follows passage last
year of her airport safety bill that tightened standards and
training requirements for airport workers. She continues to
be a member of the Senate Commerce Committee's Surface
Transportation Subcommittee and has served as vice
chairman and acting chairman of the National Transportation
Safety Board in 1976.

The Aviation Division
Video Library continues to ||
serve the public throughout |
the state by providing
lending services to patrons
by mail.

1

|
POLICY: Any resident ||
of Texas can check out ||
three video tapes at a |
time for two weeks at no
charge. Only return postage |
is necessary. lll
MEMBERSHIP: To enroll in our database, write to i
Aviation Division, TxDOT, 125 E. 11th Street, Austin, |
Texas 78701; and give your name, address, telephone
number, as well as your driver's license number. After
membership enrollment, a video catalog of tapes will be
sent to you for your review. You can then place your video
order at your convenience by calling our 800 number.

AUSTIN PATRONS: Office hours— Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. through 4:00
p-m. (Closed for lunch).

For more information, please contact Donald Brown at
1/800/68-PILOT.

INTERESTING VIDEOS:

V1043 Local Airports: Access to America

V1043 Dancing With Death

V1055 Avionics: Are You Up to the Challenge

V1205 Tales from the Cockpit

V1272 Have Plane Will Travel

V1398 Departures and Arrivals /
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Aerzone
http://www.erzone.com

United Airlines
http://www.unitedairlines.com

Delta Airlines
http://www.delta.com

American Airlines

Nk http://www.aa.com j‘
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DECATUR MUNICIPAL AIRPORT — Hard work continues
at the airport on two major construction projects.
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I Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11TH ST ¢ AUSTIN, TX 78701-2483
AVIATION DIVISION

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Apr. 4-6 19th Annual Texas Aviation Conference, Austin

Apr. 8-14 Sun 'N Fun, EAA-Fly-In, Lakeland Florida

Apr. 28-29 East Texas Air Show & Fly-In 2001,
Nacogdoches

May. 11-12 Fayette County Regional Air Show, LaGrange

Jul. 25-31 EAA AirVenture, Oshkosh, Wisconsin

Aug. 8-10 Airborne Law Enforcement Conference,

San Antonio

Editor’s Note: For most recent entries, check our Texas Aviation
Calendar of Events at our Web site, www.dot.state.tx.us.

Deadline for article submissions for the June 2001 Wingtips is
April 15, 2001.

AVIATION ANNOUNCEMENT

Job Announcement: MANAGER, Brazoria County Airport.
Contact the Brazoria County Human Resources
Department, Brazoria County Courthouse, 111 E. Locust,
Angleton, Texas 77515.
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